A comprehensive breast and cervical cancer screening program for medically underserved women in Connecticut.
A comprehensive breast and cervical cancer early detection program supported by federal and state funds and administered by the Connecticut Department of Public Health, is actively recruiting and screening older, uninsured, low income women at contracted health-care facilities throughout the state. The program provides diagnostic testing, treatment referral, outreach, and educational activities. During the first 27 months of the program, 5,509 women were enrolled and screened. Women were recruited primarily through media sources and physician/nurse referrals. The majority of women served were non-Hispanic white, between ages 40 to 59, with annual incomes of less than $10,000, and a high school education or less. Some 62% of enrolled women either never had a mammogram or did not have a repeat mammogram within the time-frames recommended by ACS. Recruitment efforts continue to enroll medically underserved women for breast and cervical cancer screening services. Future efforts will focus on rescreening in order to achieve the program's overall mission of detecting breast and cervical cancers at earlier stages.